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Volunteer Strides
Volunteer Resources

Webster’s defines “stride” in
several ways, but the
expression—a stage of
progress, truly resonates for
this challenging time. For the
past 21 weeks, we have been
striding—although it isn't clear
at times whether we’re moving
forward or backward. While we Garden volunteers heading toward the Event
may succumb to focusing on
Lawn to begin their morning's work
what we’ve missed, we can
celebrate the small strides forward. Our garden volunteers have returned,
the Pollinator and Bird Garden is nearly ready for planting, and people are
enjoying the gardens as a peaceful sanctuary against the landscape of a
pandemic.

Volunteer Application - Share with
that friend who would make a great
volunteer.
Online Logbook - Record your
hours and help the Arboretum
keep track of what volunteers are
doing.
Volunteer Handbook - This
handbook is suggested reading for
all volunteers.
Docent Manual - We recommend
this manual for docents and those

So, we must regain our footing and keep pressing forward. It may get
worse before it gets better, but it will get better. Consider this newsletter a
“We” O.U. to you, our volunteers. We will have an appreciation luncheon,
we will have an ice cream social, we will get you on a behind-the-scenes
tour of the new Pollinator and Bird Garden, we just don’t know when.

who want to know more about the
Arboretum.
Children's Garden Handbook This guide is helpful for children's
garden volunteers.

Thank you, Nick Kerlin!

Learning Resource Network -

We bid a fond farewell to volunteer Nick
Kerlin. Nick is retiring from the Avian
Education Program where he has
served as bander-in-charge for the past
ten years.

Complete your "Building a Safe
Penn State" training here. This is a
one-time requirement for those
who will spend 7 or more hours
volunteering at the Arboretum.
Children's garden volunteers must

An avid birder, Nick’s interest in birds
stemmed from the family bird feeder
that provided entertainment during the
bleak winter months. When he was 13,
he decided his time spent during the
Nick Kerlin, Bander-in-Charge
(Retired)
summer should be “something other
than mowing grass or pulling weeds.”
He began observing the many birds that frequented his yard, and he
started a list. Soon he realized he was seeing the same birds, so he
expanded his search territory into the neighborhood and beyond, and now
—decades later—Nick admits he is still searching for birds.

recertify annually.
PSU Alert - Sign up to receive
information about campus weather
and emergencies via social media.
Events Calendar - Keep up with
what's going on at the Arboretum.
Arboretum T-shirts - Got Arboretum
swag?

Every birder has a favorite bird and for Nick it is the Eastern Bluebird. Nick
says this attachment started with a spring birding trip with his father to an
old farm. “It was early April, with patches of snow here and there, sun in
and out of the clouds. During our walk we came around the corner of a
field and at that precise moment a bluebird landed on an old wooden
fence post a few yards away. At the same time a single shaft of sunlight
broke through the clouds and shined on the bird, just like a spotlight on an
actor on stage.” The memory stays with Nick, as vivid today as it was in
that instant.
As a licensed bird bander, Nick has overseen the banding of more than
5,200 birds for the Avian Education Program. He takes great satisfaction
from having had the opportunity to share his knowledge and appreciation
of birds with over 400 PSU students and others during that time. He hopes
that the program will be expanded in the future and would particularly like
to see more community involvement in the banding sessions.

So much beauty to behold
in the gardens!

Volunteer Opportunities &
How To Get Involved

Nick will enjoy his retirement here in the State College Area. Chances are
that wherever birds of a feather flock together, Nick will be spotted, quietly
observing. Thank you for everything, Nick!

To participate in any of the
volunteer opportunities, please
contact Kelly Oleynik.

From Linda Duerr . . . Retirement
Reflections

keo5114@psu.edu
(814) 867-2591
Recruit a friend!

I write less than one month into
retirement, in the official sense. I have
had what one might consider a “phased
retirement” in that I moved
unexpectedly through a period of illness
and recovery right into the time of
COVID-19. These phases are not listed
in any of the “stages of retirement” that
I have come across. Odd, but they
offered ample opportunity to reflect and
I have spent some time in that mode for
Linda Duerr, Coordinator of
many reasons. I struggled with the idea
Children's Educational Programs
(Retired)
of retirement and I finally realized why. I
have had the gift of loving my work. In
these last years working on the design, opening, and development of the
children’s garden I have learned more about this place I call “home” and
been part of a vision for a natural space in our community that inspires me
every time I walk into the gardens. In my dreams I would think about
teaching in a garden and that dream came true for me. You can’t blame
me for not wanting to wake up!

Horticulture
Help maintain the botanic gardens.
Weekly sessions Tuesday and
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to noon.
Requirements: All experience
levels welcome! Wear clothes that
can get dirty and closed-toe shoes.
No advance notice of participation
is necessary unless you are
attending for the first time.

Part of that dream are the people that entered my life through this work.
The Arboretum team is quite a force. Fueled by a common passion for
sharing the natural world and up for the challenges that come along with
all good learning, I have relished the times spent in the company of each
one of these good people. They have taught me much about vision,
dedication, and grace. And our volunteers. I recall being awestruck by the
spirit and willingness of this support team from the very start. Working
alongside so many gifted and generous people has been a source of
inspiration. So much so that I am humbled and proud to now become part
of that team. I thank everyone for your support and encouragement in this
past year and I look forward to finding ways to share the garden in a new
role with renewed health and in good company.

Oasis Garden Bloom

Gratefully,
Linda
Enter our Summer Photo

Volunteers Needed in New
Pollinator and Bird Garden!

Contest by August 31!
Arboretum Photo Contest
Rules

Did you know that there are over
90,000 plants to install in the new
Pollinator and Bird Garden this fall? It’s
an amazing number, and we’re in need
of volunteers to help us with the
planting! We at the Arboretum are
excited to have this opportunity to
involve the community in the creation of
our newest garden. Given the
uncertainty caused by the coronavirus
Nearly 300 varieties of plants, most pandemic, we were initially unsure
of them native to Pennsylvania and whether we would be able to proceed
the greater Appalachian region, will
be showcased in the new Pollinator with our plans to involve volunteers in
and Bird Garden. But first, we need this work. However, we’ve learned that
to plant them!
we may proceed and have developed a
work plan that implements COVID-safe
practices, including physical distancing, mask-wearing, and tool sanitation.
With these measures in place and approved by the University, we feel
confident that we can welcome volunteers to join us safely in this exciting
project.

Check out these distractions
recommended by your fellow
volunteers:

We will be recruiting volunteers for planting sessions this fall, beginning at
the start of September and continuing until just prior to Thanksgiving.
Sessions will be held on Saturdays and Sundays. The full schedule is
available on our website at https://tinyurl.com/y2pnrlzs. Please contact
Kelly Oleynik at keo5114@psu.edu or 814-867-2591 for more information,
or to register!

Program/Series
The Roosevelts: An Intimate
History (PBS)
Rizzoli and Isles (Hulu)
Books
Where the Crawdads Sing
Delia Owens
Sold on a Monday
by Kristina McMorris
Long Road to Mercy
by David Baldacci
Crazy Brave: A Memoir
by Joy Harjo
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander
by Thomas Merton

Anemone

View our
National Volunteer Week
Appreciation Video!
Theresa Barger, leader of the campus horticulture crew, waters some of
the 90,000 plants that will be installed in the Pollinator and Bird Garden.

COVID Distractions Survey
In July, we sent a survey to members of the
Arboretum volunteer corps to gain some insight
as to how you were managing your newfound
free time during the pandemic. While toilet
paper became a hot commodity, social isolation
inspired reading books, watching TV, and
getting outdoors. Families had to adapt to new
dynamics for sheltering in place, guidelines for
handwashing became newsworthy, and daily
routine became just that.

Safety First

Out of 92 unique households, 64 responses were received. It turns out
that more of us are hoarding toilet paper than we care to admit (30%). The
good news: books are the preferred choice of entertainment (39%) and
most everyone is finding gardening (52%) and daily walks (78%) to be part
of their pandemic routine. More than half of respondents (62%) can boast
about a project or organizing task successfully undertaken. Most everyone
is content at home, although one person admitted to building a she-shed
or man cave (we’re not saying which). Almost no one admitted to wearing
sweatpants every day. Really? The hope of making myself feel better
about my own wardrobe choices completely failed. You are all keeping up
appearances. Yay, you! The bad news is that no one can carry a tune
while washing your hands, but you’re awesome with counting to 20! Thank
goodness for fingers and toes . . .and thank you for participating!”

Plant at Overlook Pavilion

Wildflower

“Volunteering is the ultimate
exercise in democracy. You vote
in elections once a year, but when
you volunteer, you vote every
day about the kind of community
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you want to live in.” ~Author
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